UST as last year brought the first break in the ranks 
of the women of Congress when Senator Hattie 
Caraway made a public statement endorsing the Equal 
Rights Amendment and was followed by women Mem- 


bers of the House, so this year opened auspiciously 


with the first break in the 
Cabinet ranks. On J anu- 
ary 24, the Vice President, 
Henry A. Wallace, came out 
squarely and wholeheart- 
edly in support of the 
Amendment in a letter to 
Emma Guffey Miller, Con- 
gressional Co-Chairman of 
the National Woman's 
Party. 

This was a step of im- 
measurable value, so impor- 
tant that newspapers all 
over the country comment- 
ed on it, and messages of 
congratulation poured in at 
the Woman’s Party head- 
quarters. It seems we were 
no less encouraged than the 
opposition was confounded. 
Unable to underestimate 
the value of such support 
from the leading liberal 
and idealist of the country, 
the opposition countered 
with vituperations heaped 
upon him and his mistaken 
pion of such prestige 
courage as Mr. Wallace is 
surely a matter for re- 
joieing. 

Discharge Petition 

Following closely on this 
announcement came the 
promised action from Rep- 
resentative Pat Cannon in 
the House. On January 28 
Mr. Cannon introduced in 
the House the preliminary 


resolution to set in motion the wheels that would start 
the Discharge Petition on its way. Even as this maga- 
zine goes to press the introduction of the petition itself 


is momentarily expected. 


The resolution he introduced to make the Equal 
Rights Amendment a special order of business was 
referred to the Committee on Rules. Seven legislative 
days must pass before action on this resolution will 


By GAETA WOLD BOYER 


“Having long advocated EQUALITY in DEMOC- 
RACY, it seems to me that it naturally follows that there 
be no inequalities under the law because of sex. 


should 
Every ma 
earn a 


MAL 


enable Mr. Cannon to introduce the KA tion 
to take the Amendment out of the Rules Committee. 
and will be available for signatures in 

the Clerk of the House. e signatures of 218 Mem- 


are required. 
Mr. Cannon has expressed 
his confidence that the nec- 


essary number of signa- 
tures will be secured. 
Many, he said, who may 
not now favor the Equal 
Rights Amendment will 
sign the Petition only be- 
cause they think it just to 


give the House a chance to 


vote on the Amendment. 
For this reason, there must 
be no relaxation of effort 
even after the signatures 
are secured. Work must 


continue without abate- 


ment to secure pledges of 
signatures, and, when that 
work has been completed, 
efforts must continue as 
zealously as ever to induce 
Representatives to vote for 
the Amendment when it 
comes up on the floor. 
“The most important 
work now,“ he said, is to 
prevail on your Congress- 
men to sign the Petition as 
soon as it is presented. 
Then you must follow up 
with continuous education- 
al work, both among the 
Representatives and among 
their constituents, who will, 
in their turn, urge their 
Representatives to vote 
favorably. This will call 


for every ounce of energy, 


every bit of devotion and 
confidence you have at your 
command. You cannot af- 


ford to let up for a moment if you are to win.” 
Importance Of Women’s Vote In 1944 


Mr. Cannon pointed out that the importance of the 


‘women’s vote this year, which will probably be more 

than 50 per cent of the entire vote, will tend to increase 

interest in the Equal Rights Amendment as a woman’s 
(Continued on Page 14) 


presence f 
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Vice-President Wallace has announced his support — mi 
of the Equal Rights Amendment in the fol- N 
lowing letter: 
“Mrs. Emma Guffey Miller, 
“Member for Pennsylvania, Democratic Natl. Committee, ö 
“Washington, D. C. 
Dear Mrs. Miller: 

“The first organized movement in the history of the | 
world to free women from their age old shackles began 
in our country almost one hundred years ago when a little ; 
group of undaunted women met at Seneca Falls, New | 
York, and drafted a ‘DECLARATION OF PRINCI- 

PLES,’ which has guided the movement in this country | 
ever since. — — 

No part of that program has been completely achieved 
except in the political field, when the right of suffrage 
was granted to women. However, the Suffrage Amend- 
ment women only the right to vote and nothing more. 

and woman should have an equal right to 
— 
be freed from governmental restraints and handicaps, 
which now limit their wages and opportunities for ad- 
vancement. The surest method to eradicate the many 
discriminations and injustices practiced against women is 
to pass the Equal Rights Amendment and thus complete 
the great movement for freedom begun at Seneca Falls | 
in 1848. | 

However much the opponents of this Amendment 
may fear some possible temporary disadvantages to some 
women, may I suggest that in the end all such disadvan- 
tages, if they exist, weigh little beside the greater advan- 
tage of inner freedom which will come for all women 
when real equality is established. 

“Sincerely yours, | 
II. A. WALLACE.” — 


> 


— — 


= 2 * — = 
— — 
— 


14 EQUAL RIGHTS 


February, 1944 


of the 
NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY 
Capitol Hill Washington, D. C.. 


Phone Atlantic 1210 
Published Mon at 
144 B Steg. N. k. Washington, D. 0. 
Entered as second class matter at the post- 
office at W. D. O., under the Act of 
. 1870 
Subscription, $1.50 a Year 


KER 
MIRIAM z. OATMAN, Ph. D. 
NATIONAL WOMAN'S PARTY 


THE EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT 
of under the law shall not be denied or abridged by the 


or any State on account of sex. 
several States shall have power within their respective 


House Joint Resolution Mo. 1 Introduced Jan. 1043, 


in House 
of Representatives b dlow ) with forty- 
two co-sponsors. by Sub-Judiciary — to full 
Judiciary Committee with unanimous favorable recommendati 
June 22, 1943. Brought to a vote in Judiciary Committee Oct. 


and failed by three votes of necessary majority for favorable 
report, Now before House Judiciary Committee, notice having been 
given of intention to ask for reconsideration by several members. 


Senate Joint Resolution No. 25 Introduced ee 4 21, 1948, in 
Senate by — — 11 A twenty-three 
co-sponsors. ported favor y udiciary 
Hing — May 28, 1948. Now on Senate calendar. 


NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE NATIONAL 
WOMAN’S PARTY 


7 of ag P. the = past 
Chairman each State and Territory branches an 
. the Chairmen of the Occupational Councils and twenty Members et 


NATIONAL OFFICERS 


Chairman, Alice Paul, N. J. 

Ist Vice-Chairman, Clara Snell Wolfe, Ohio 

2nd Vice-Chairman, M g. Williams, Conn. 
zd Vice-Chairman, Jane Norman Smith, Vt. 
Treasure Ga. 


r, Laura M. Berrien, 
Secretary, Dr. Margaret Sebree, D. C. 
Mrs. Ethel Adamson, N. J. Mrs. Florence Bayard Hilles, Del. 
Mrs. Nina Allender, Mrs. Lola Mavertes Lloyd, III. 


Mme. Ir Fla. 
Mrs. Estelle Bjerg, Ariz. 
Mrs. Cecil Norton Broy, Va. 
Mrs. Louis Buenzili, Pa. 
Mrs. Emma Guffey : 
Miss Anita Pollitser, 8. O. 
Miss Stevens, N. Y. 

. „D. 

Mrs. Rebecca Greathouse, Mrs. Lacy Rice Winkler, Cal. 
Mrs. W. S. Guyer, Kan. 
= 


Governor Henry F. Schricker of Indiana 
Supports Equal Rights Amendment 
Convinced that the Equal Rights Amendment will 


be included in the national Democratic platform this 


year, Governor Henry F. Schricker (Democrat) of 
Indiana, on February 8, 1944, followed the lead of 
Vice President Henry A. Wallace in making public 
his support of the Amendment. He is the first gov- 
ernor of either major party to give active support. 

In a letter to Miss Mary C. Kennedy, president of 
the Indiana Society for the Equal Rights Amendment, 
the Governor writes: 


„ am pleased to tell you that I share your convictions on the 

roposed ‘Equal Rights’ Amendment to the Federal Constitution. 
T have no doubt that our party will incorporate a 8 
plank in both the state and the national platforms this year. 


Report Of Progress 


(Continued from Page 13) 


measure. If Representatives are convinced that the 
majority of women want this measure, they will vote 
for it. This, he says, is true particularly in the 
“border” states, that is, those in which the vote is so 
close that it may swing either to the Democratic or 
Republican side. They realize that the women’s support 
may spell the difference between victory and defeat 
in their own districts, and they must be convinced 
that the women want this measure. “That’s up to 
you women,” said Mr. Cannon. 


The Republican side of the House is equally anxious 
to start the Discharge Petition and to force the Amend- 
ment onto the floor. 


Representative Winifred Stanley’s Co-operation 


“If, for any reason, Mr. Cannon fails to present the 
petition to discharge,” said Winifred Stanley, Con- 
gressman-at-Large from New York, “I will introduce it. 
We Republicans must adhere to the Equal Rights plank 
that was included in the 1940 platform, and which 
we have been assured will be written into the platform 
again this year. I feel so strongly on this matter that 
I shall work for the petition just as earnestly as if I 
had won the opportunity to present it. The House 
rules will not permit co-sponsors of any measure, but 
I have offered to work with Mr. Cannon and shall ask 
my friends in the House to do so.” 


From a number of Representatives’ offices come re- 
ports that they are being practically swamped with 
letters from their women constituents, and so impor- 
tant is this to the Congressmen that they have be- 
sieged Mr. Cannon’s office with requests for informa- 
tion about the Petition. Illness delayed Mr. Cannon’s 
return to Washington when the new session opened 
and he was unable to present the Petition at the open- 
ing as had been expected. The absence of many Mem- 
bers caused further delay, as he thought it inadvisable 
to launch the Petition without full representation in 
the House. Once the petition is started there is no 
limit to the time for securing the necessary signatures. 


N. Y. Assemblyman Orlo M. Brees’ Resolution 


The growing prestige of the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment as a political measure, as well as one of human 
justice, is indicated by the action of Assemblyman 
Orlo M. Brees who on Monday, January 31, introduced 
into the Assembly a resolution memorializing Congress 
to adopt the Equal Rights Amendment. Miss Jean- 
nette Marks, New York State Chairman, describes Mr. 
Brees as a “young poet with the vision of a poet, and 
a law maker.” He introduced his h with a resume 
of the life of Susan B. Anthony, whose work was 
closely allied with New York, since it was to the New 
York Assembly that Miss Anthony presented the first 
woman’s rights petition ever offered to a legislature. 


“I deem it a highly personal privilege,” said Mr. 
Brees, “to introduce into this House, whose history is 
so rich with the traditions of past struggles to achieve 
a social order in keeping with a nation ‘conceived in 
liberty and dedicated to the proposition that ALL men 
are created equal,’ a resolution designed to accomplish 
that result.” He calls attention in his resolution to 
the legal discriminations which are “a flat contradiction 
of the American principle of equality and wholly out 
of accord with the status of American women which 
they have reached by their achievements in other fields 
of human endeavor.” (Continued on Page 15) 
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Report Of Progress 


(Continued from Page 14) 


In recognition of the efforts of Mr. Cannon, who 
has for a long time been friendly to the Equal Rights 
Amendment and was one of its sponsors, the New York 
State branch of the National Woman’s Party sent him 
a resolution of appreciation and a pledge of cooperation 
by the women of the State. The New York Commit- 
tee, at the same time, sent to Representative William 
T. Byrne a resolution requesting him “to revert to his 
former affirmative position in favor of the early adop- 
tion of the Equal Rights Amendment,” and calling upon 
him to “use every legislative privilege at his command 
to bring about a successful vote in Congress.” Repre- 
sentative Byrne was one of the members of the House 
Judiciary Committee who unexpectedly changed his 
vote at the last moment on October 5. 


RESOLUTION 


New York Assembly’s Resolution Memorializing Con- 
gress to adopt and submit the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment to the States. Introduced January 31, 1944, 
by Assemblyman Orlo M. Brees: 

of America have shared with 
Whereas, The women ve * — 


men in the hardships and sacrifices incident to the 
this nation; and 


Whereas, They have shared equally in the pain and distress 
which have been involved in the tenance of the American 


republic and the ideals of free government against the aggres- 
sion of wes and have participated, and are toda cipat- 
ing, in the battles precipitated by the enemies of m; and 


Whereas, This nation was “conceived in liberty and dedicated 
to the proposition that all men are created equal,” and such 
declaration has no actual or implied limitations on the equality 
before the law by reason of sex; and 


Whereas, The rights of women before the law are much 
abridged in many states, and this legal discrimination on the 
basis of constitutes an intolerable burden upon thousands 
of women are solely a upon their own efforts for 
their livelihood, is a source of irritation and annoyance to many 
thousands of others who recognize in this discrimination a flat 
contradiction of the American — of equality, and is 
wholly out of accord with the status of American women which 
they have reached by their in other fields of human 
endeavor; now, therefore, be it 


Resolved (if the Senate concur), That the Congress of the 
United States be and it hereby is ully memorialized to 
adopt and submit to the — States the Equal hts Amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United States, which amend- 
ment is now pending before the Congress, and be it further 


Resolved (if the Senate concur), That copies of this resolution 
be transmitted to the President of the United States, the Secre- 
tary of the United States Senate, the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives and to each member of Congress elected from 
the State of New York. 


When Mess Call Sounds 
W 


— A chow—but no “lady-like” 
say those e know experienced mess sergean 
old-timers tackled the new pro- 
0 a of earnest-e oung women, they 
parted from the army eustems of serving big meal at noon, 
Instead 459 dainty lunches such as this one taken 
from early WAC mess archives: tomato essence, cold cut sand- 
wich combination salad, caramel ice cream and iced tea. 
In less than a a rumble rose from the bottom of half- 
ed * says Food Facts. These women who marched 
in the July sun, drove big trucks and little jeeps, rose at 6 A. M. 
and sweated thro the articles of war, wanted he-man food 
and plenty of it at noon. So here’s a typical WAC mid-day 
stock, steaks in cream gravy, green peas, butte potatoes, 
peach cup salad, bread and butter, apple pie, coffee and milk 
with second helpings for any who want them. ( yk rye how 
80 many of them manage to preserve their perfect thirty-sixes!) 
—From Social Hygiene News and Views. 


Report Of New York State Branch 


JEANNETTE MARKS, Chairman 


The New York State Branch, N.W.P., met at the 
Hotel Ten Eyck, Albany, N. Y., January 8 and 9, 1944, 
Chairman Jeannette Marks presiding. Thirteen of the 
eighteen officers of the Board were present, including 
Mrs. Edna S. Capewell, Miss Evelyn E. De Witt, Mrs. 
Grace Long, Miss Alma Lutz, Mrs. Margaret A. Moore, 
Miss Olive Adele Pryor, Mrs. Leda R. Scudder, Miss 
Edna L. Sickmon, Miss Esther Smith, Miss Marguerite 
S. Smith, and Miss Ruth Z. Temple. 


Matters taken up at the Branch Meeting were the 
Discharge Petition of the House Judiciary Committee; 
New York State Assembly Memorial to Congress; 
types of work to be done; the New York State Con- 
stitution; Work of the Religious Co-operative Com- 
mittee for Equal Rights; and the Poll of the General 
Federation of Women’s Clubs. 


The following Resolutions were passed: 


(1) To the Honorable Wiiliam T. Byrne, 
House Office Building, Washington, D. C. 


Whereas, Our form of Government, devised by the inspired 

Founders of the Republic, was intended for the emancipation 

and liberation of the individual, and 

Whereas, The Constitution of the United States does not 

S er of status for women, except with regard to 
e vote, 


only when an amendment for the purpose is included 

_ Whereas, The Hon. Wm. T. Byrne, as representative of the 

29th District in the Empire State of New York has consistently 

expressed his sympathy with the cause of equality of rights for 

men and women, and 

Whereas, Until October 5th, 1943, the said Hon. Wm. T. 

Byrne had supported this cause by affirmative action, and 
Whereas, On the said October 5th, 1948, the Hon. Wm. T. 

Byrne voted affirmatively by proxy to report H. J. Res. 1, the 


Equal Rights Amendment, out of committee, which vote he 


later negated, be it hereby 


Resolved in meeting of the New York State Officers of the 
National Woman’s Party convened in Albany, New York, on 
January 8th and January 9th, 1944, that the Hon. Wm. T. Byrne 
be respectfully requested to revert to his former affirmative 


position in favor of the early adoption of the Equal Rights 


Amendment, and be it hereby further 


Resolved, That he use every legislative 
mand to bring about a successful vote in 


Rights Amendment immediately. 


(2) To the Honorable Pat Cannon, 
House Office Building, Washington, D. C. 


Wh the Officers of the New York State Branch of the 
National Woman’s Party convened at Albany, New York, on 
January 8th and 9th, 1944, are considering as their main topic 

Discharge Petition of Pat Cannon of 


vilege at his com- 
ngress on the Equal 


Wher We are cognizant of the great help to the cause of 
. rights for American women which this Discharge 
Petition will evoke, and 


Whereas, We are deeply appreciative of the efforts in behalf 
of the women voters in the United States of America which Mr. 
Cannon is evidencing, be it hereby 


Resolved, That we express to Rep. Pat Cannon our grateful 
thanks for his efforts and assistance in behalf of the Equal 
Rights Amendment, and be it further 7 


Resolved, That every possible means of co-operation in this 
State, and the several States be extended to Rep. Cannon by all 
women seeking equality of rights under the law. 


Susan B. Anthony 
February 15, 1820—March 13, 1906 


the fact that my whole life has been devoted to the 


work of winning constitutiona] recognition of equali 
of the women of the United States.” 1 — or 


of 
Ww 
Susan B. Anthony,” by Ida Husted Harper, 8, page 1197. 


and will guarantee equality of other rights 
therein, and 
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Answer To The Opposition 


By NORA STANTON BARNEY, | 
Chairman, National Advisory Council of the N.W.P. 


February 3, 1944. 
To the Editor of the New York Times. 


Referring to the articles appearing in your paper in 
which the Women’s Trade Union League and Mr. Green 
of the American Federation of Labor criticize Vice 
President Wallace for his endorsement of the Equal 
Rights Amendment, the following historical facts may 
be of interest to your reading public. 


Both organizations claim that they represent work- 
ing women, and the W. T. U. L. refers to itself as 
“we working women.” The W. T. U. L. is not com- 
posed of working women, but of well-to-do women who 
have a notion that they are divinely appointed to legis- 
late for working women, and to push through laws 
regulating their lives and work whether the women 
want them or not. During the many years that I 


attended hearings at Albany on these laws, the work- 


ing women advocating these laws were largely paid 
employees of the W. T. U. L., like Miss Schneiderman, 
or of the State, like Miss Perkins, and lesser lights— 
paid inspectors, etc. At the hearings, those opposed to 
the discriminating laws were women printers, proof 
readers, book binders, elevator operators, waitresses, 
street car conductors, who each in succession during 
those years found themselves either completely out of 
a job, or relegated to inferior jobs at half the rate 
they had been earning, due to the passage of some law 


_ advocated by the W. T. U. L. and the A. F. of L., such 


as prohibition of night work, no work after 10 P. M., 
or the prohibition of a split work day. The night work 
and 10 P. M. prohibitions eliminated all the highly paid 
jobs for prin proof readers, waitresses, etc., while 
the insistence that the working day for women must 
be continuous eliminated the street car conductors who 
had worked during morning and night rush hours. 
The scrub women, telephone operators, nurses, and 
other very badly paid groups can work all night, and 
are not the concern of either the W. T. U. L. or the 
A. F. of L. Apparently night work is only unhealthy 
or detrimental to the morals of women in well paid jobs. 
Both organizations claim to represent working women 
yet they have bitterly fought every group of working 
women who dared to question their policy, or ask for 
exemptions from the various laws which deprived them 
of their livelihood. 

Well do I remember the five year struggle at Albany 
to get an exemption from the night work law for 
women printers. Well do I remember the leisure class 
representatives of the Women’s Trade Union League 
with a few satellite working women, always including 
Miss Schneiderman, floating up to Al in Pullman 
cars to oppose the women printers and k binders, 
deprived of their well paid jobs and fighting on and on 
for those five long years. All the women of those 
unions were in favor of exemption. Not one could 
the W. T. U. L. or A. F. of L. produce at the hearing 
to oppose it, yet THEY opposed it. Well do I remember 
a certain Mr. Holland and a Mr. Lynch of the A. F. of L. 
claiming to represent the printers and book binders 
unions, standing on the floor of the Senate Chamber 


and in their fury shaking their fists in the faces of 


those intrepid working women and actually threatening 
to take away their union cards for daring to come to 
Albany to ask for an exemption from the night work 
law, and oppose the A. F. of L. policy. 


Well do I remember the seven hundred women street 
car conductors at the mass meeting in Brooklyn the 
day after they lost their jobs, and were dumped in the 
gutter due to so-called “protective” legislation—older 
women with dependent families, widows with little 
children. They had been making $37.50 for a 54-hour 
week. Were the ladies or paid officers of the W. T. U. L. 
there? No! If they had been, I verily believe they 
would have been mobbed. Did they offer a solution? 
Yes. When appealed to, they suggested that the job 
of ticket chopper at $20.00 per week for a twelve hour 
day, from midnight to noon or noon to midnight, was 
still open to them. 


As to the accusation that the National Woman’s 
Party does not have a large working class women’s 
group behind it, we have a large number of working 
women in all the unions who are opposed to the W. T. 
U. L. and the A. F. of L. policy; wherever the so-called 
“protective” legislation has deprived a group of their 
jobs, we have them en masse; we have the medical 
women, individually and as an organization; and we 
have the Business and Professional Women’s organ- 
ization, and the overwhelming majority individually. 


We must remember that, at the present time, prac- 
tically all the “protective” laws are suspended for the 
duration, so that this is an excellent time to study 
just how dire the results of the passage of the Equal 
Rights Amendment will be. What can our opponents 
point to in the present state of affairs that justifies 
their stand? Millions of women are working in 4 
thousand new industries at night, overtime—hammer- 
ing, welding, flying. Yet the health of these women, 
as well as their morale, has improved and the birth 
rate has risen. It is now being conclusively proven 
that unemployment and food were the enemies 
of the working women’s health, and not night work 
or even reasonable overtime. The minimum wages 
enforced by the United States for all interstate workers, 


and by the unions, have set standards which replace 


the pitifully low subsistence wage decreed for women 
and minors by the various State Minimum Wage Con- 
missions. Now we link women with men as equals, .. 
not with children as wards of the State. 


Due to the abrogation of the so-called “protective” 
laws, it is true that working women are largely un- 
aware of the danger they are in. It is true that the 
advocates of the Equal Rights Amendment do not get 
the help we should from them. But just wait till the 
end of the war. If the Equal Rights Amendment 1 
not passed by then, and the so-called “protective” laws 
come into effect once more and thousands upon thou- 
sands of women are automatically thrown out of work 
due to them, then will working women wake up as they 
did at the end of World War I, and demand by mass 
meeting and march that once and for all they should 
stand on a basis of equality, economic as well as 
political. (Signed) Nora STANTON BARNEY. 
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New Committee Chairmen 


Four significant committee appointments have been 
recently announced by Alice Paul, Chairman, N. W. P., 

The highly important work of Congressional Chair- 
men has been assumed jointly by two distinguished 
women well versed in political matters—Mrs. Emma 
Guffey Miller, Democrat, and Mrs. U. S. Guyer, Repub- 
lican. Mrs. Miller, National Democratic Committee- 
woman for Pennsylvania, who has long been an active 
worker for the Amendment, is a member of the Na- 
tional Council of the Woman’s Party and of its National 
Executive Committee. As sister of Senator Guffey, 
she is closely in touch with Congressional circles, and 
her knowledge of political strategy is invaluable. The 
letter written to her by Vice President Henry Wallace 
is in itself indication of her capabilities and prestige. 
A brilliant and convincing speaker, she has toured 
many states for the Amendment. 


Mrs. Guyer’s name is well known to all equalitarians 
through the services of her distinguished husband, the 
late Representative from Kansas. Mr. Guyer was the 
ranking Republican on the Judiciary Committee of 
the House and worked until a few days before his death 
to bring the Amendment out of the Committee with a 
favorable report. Mrs. Guyer was closely associated 
with her husband in his public career and is now carry- 
ing on his tradition in the campaign for passage of the 
Equal Rights Amendment. She is a member of the 
National Council of the National Woman’s Party. 


Dr. Florence Armstrong, the new Finance Chairman, 
comes with a splendid record of ability and achieve- 
ment. She was formerly president of the D. C. Busi- 
ness and Professional Women’s Clubs; vice president 
of the Washington A. A. U: W., and president of 
the Radcliffe College Club of Washington. She is a 
social economist with the degree of Ph.D. in economics 
from the University of Iowa, and is now with the 
Social Security Board. 

Mrs. George Mesta, widow of George Mesta, Pitts- 
burgh Steel man, is a member of the National Council 
of the Woman’s Party. She has a special talent for 
making public contacts, and the Woman’s Party is 
fortunate in securing her as Public Relations Chair- 
man. Her large acquaintanceship in Washington, her 
flair for organization, her popularity as a hostess, and 
her natural energy and enthusiasm make her a valu- 
able leader. She was in Geneva with Miss Paul at the 
opening of the World Woman’s Party headquarters 
and managed all the preliminary details of the inter- 
national program marking that event. 


Pioneers of the Woman Movement 


Mrs. Ropert ADAMSON, Chairman 


The Committee on Pioneers of the N.W.P. sends its best 
wishes for 1944 in the shape of a calendar with the anniversary 
days dear to all feminists indicated in numbers of gold. 


The Committee on Pioneers hopes this calendar will help 
women to keep in mind the important anniversaries which we 
observe each year in an effort to express our gratitude to those 
who have worked so loyally and unceasingly for the improved 
status which women enjoy today. Only constant observance and 
their attendant publicity will keep these dates before the public 
and place these pioneer women where they belong—in the ranks 
of our celebrated and devoted patriots. . .. The Committee hopes 

t soon a new historic date may be added to our calendar— 
the date of the passage of the Equal Rights Amendment. 


One Year’s Subscription “Equal Rights I. 50 
Active Membership 10.00 Subscription Free 
Maintenance Membership . 323.00 Three Copies 


Excerpts From Are Women Usurping Men's 
Jobs? 


(By Bditorial Sta of Alhambra Soroptigram, Alhambra, Calif.) 
out into the world seeking pay for her services. Right now 2 
hold the 


pastries; milked 
— the soaps; cared for N 


the family; washing, the hams, bacons and 

sausages. In addition, the — Beary mx Bh illows and curtains 

were all home made. With all these duties’ the housewife reared 

her children and was nurse-maid to all and sundry. And not 
ore wea 


woman’s work was 


it 


ope 
revolutionized industry. Creameries supplied the milk and but- 
; her es were sent out to eaned; i uses 
did the butchering; textile factories made her clothes and 
stockings and the men’s apparel, the bedding and curtains and 
carpets. Soap works, canneries, delicatessens, candy marts and 
other estab ts too numerous to mention were doing her 
work for her, all of which prospered and multiplied and opened 
countless jobs to men because woman’s work left the home. 

Women who are * now, along with their men, are 

double duty, holding down two jobs at once; none of them 

t any easier for wo She puts in her hours at the 
factory, then carries on with the job at home which has become 
all the heavier by war conditions. 2 

Does anyone think women will voluntarily continue with a 
double-duty job when the war is won? Can they keep up the 
pace of two jobs forever? * * * 

Countless women are working now purely for patriotic rea- 

sons, and out of desire to be useful to the war effort; to retaliate 
if their sons or husbands have been injured or killed by the 
enemy, to take their places “at their sides,” in spirit at least, 
doing their bit. On every hand they have been roused by “labor 
shortage,” and they have answ the call nobly and selflessly, 
for the emergency. 
Many women will be left without bread-winners and these 
will be forced to remain at some wage-earning job. A woman 
might choose to retain her place at what was formerly man’s 
work. But have women w because men entered woman’s 
sphere when they took her work from her home? Men do 
women’s work in hotels, cafes, bakeries, garment factories, candy 
—— laundries, — schools, and other lines once con- 
side woman’s work 


Men need not fear women 


have the ironing board where it is usable, or stoves placed where 


* bedrooms with spaces meant for 
the beds where they should be. And when that day comes will 
it be the fault of the women for having usurped a man's job? 
No, rather it will be because she was better suited to the task 
of home planning. On the other hand, 
more proficient laundryman—as well as a bridge builder. Who 
male cook in a lunch room? Or a man tailor of women’s clothes? 
Or a male baker? Each and every man and woman on the job 

es; 

silk 


pay check a welder, even in time, she is still — 
many men at the job of repairing her shoes, making her el . 

wing her food; repairing her car; furnishing her with 
— and a thousand prerequisites which she would not require 
in so great quantity if she stayed at home. 

But if woman were to go back into the home and take all her 
work back with her, then indeed might men be afraid of their 
— being usurped. What a havoc this would create in the 

stride backwards. 


and industrial world; what a great 


a man might become a 


— 
— ä —b.b . w——— ä — ä b. — ———— —— ͤ —ĩ .'. . | 
place she has recently gained in the industrial world. : 
Looking at this —— calmly and sensibly and turning 
admit that woman has always worked, though without pay. Let | 
us enumerate a few things the women did—from dawn to bed- | 
time—that are now being done for her. She baked all the bread, . 
i and made butter and cheese; | 
poultry, kept a garden; did the 
tted the socks and mittens for | 
Oo man ow s womenfolk wor o one | 
various channels and found . could earn good pay for doing 
the same work she formerly did without pay. She has not taken 
the work from the men, but has, a relinquishing the 
work in the home, created thousands of j that were thrown 
10 
| 
crowding them out of jobs, though 
they may, in time, have to readjust themselves to different 
kinds of work, as will women. Economic changes took woman 
and her work out of the home and the same changes affect man’s 
FE sphere as well. No one needs resent readjustment, for life is | 
a continual readjustment. 
Pr There is room for each and opportunities will arise for each ä 
neranrea * ata Inti TONEY acts ATC 
[isd | 
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An Appeal 


In the first World War period, we won suffrage for 
half our people; this vic has been called the one 
great permanent democratic gain of that struggle. 
Now in the Second World War, we are seeking another 
great permanent democratic gain: the Equality of pro- 
tection for our women under our own Constitution. 
Surely we must win. Surely women shall not much 
longer be kept in the ignoble status of not sharing in 
the protection of Constitutional rights and Constitu- 
tional freedom in our own land! 


In the coming period of adjustment, when our re- 
public as a form of government will face strenuous 
tests, we shall need this Constitutional protection more 
than ever. To extend suffrage to women, many men 
and women placed their shoulders to the wheel; now, 
efforts and funds are needed to gain equality of status 
under the Constitution. 

We are asking everyone to help—now; to work, and 
to send in contributions by the month—as you earn— 
or in one sum. 

Last year we organized a Maintenance Committee 
for Headquarters. Members of this committee gave 
sums from. $1 to $30 a month. We are hoping to 
continue this Committee this year and to secure many 


additional members so we will have a regular amount 


to depend on each month and can plan our campaign 
in advance. You can see from the report below how 
vitally important it is that many more supporters of 
the Amendment contribute. 

Let us all further our national unity by helping to 
extend the great blessings of freedom—to include 
women. Will you not send in all you can? Will you 


not also enlist the interest and contributions of others? 


Let us give our time and means to win the dignified 
status of equality under the Constitution for all the 
women of the United States NOW. 


Forward out of error, 

Leave behind the night; 
Forward through the darkness, 
Forward into light. 

The Finance Committee is anticipating a flood of 
responses from all readers and their friends. We have 
great leadership which led us to victory before. Let us 
back this up in every way we can. 

FLORENCE A. ARMSTRONG, 
Chairman, Finance Committee. 


RECEIPTS 


NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 
January 1-31 1944 
Finance Chairman DR. FLORENCE A. ARMSTRONG 


Treasurer. LaurRA M. BERRIEN 
Mrs. Dora G. Ogle, D. C $ 10.00 
D. C. Government Workers’ Council, N.W.P 3.00 
Mrs. Josepha Whitney, Conn. 5.00 
Miss Gladys Greiner, Md 2.00 
Miss Jean Wold, D.C 
Mrs. Frederick Newburg, D. C. 2.00 
Mrs. Gertrude J. Robey, Va. i 25.00 
Mrs. Marie Moore Forrest, D. C 25.00 
Mrs. Anna Kelton Wiley, D. C. 50.00 
Mrs. Elizabeth T. Kent, Cal 30.00 


B. & P. W. Council of National Woman's Party, Md... 15.00 


During the fall a number of 


Report Of Tennessee Branch, 1943 
Mrs. Beryt R. HOVNANIAN, Chairman 


Many letters have been written to Representatives Estes 
tee, 

use mmi vote for the 

hts Amendment. On July 19, 1943, Seneca Falls Day, a 
o talk was given explaining the Amendment. Many 
of literature have been distributed. 

In September Mrs. Nelsie Mulkins addressed a Defense Corps 
Workers group. The Chairman addressed several women’s clubs, 
including the meeting of the Federated Women’s Clubs of the 
10th District of Tennessee and a business men’s luncheon. Press 
notices were good. 


In November the Chairman interviewed prominent business 
men, judges and lawyers of Knoxville. All promised to write 
Representatives Kefauver and Jennings asking them to vote to 
report the Equal Rights Amendment out of the House Judiciary 
Committee. Mrs. A Duggan, President, Tennessee 
Federation of Women's Clubs, arranged a tea at her home and 
invited the Tennessee N. W. P. Chairman to speak. Many club- 
women promised support and several Christian Science prac- 
titioners in Knoxville oS a support. A Knoxville Re- 
publican newspaper prin an interview in a Sunday edition, 


rtant 
men have been contacted. 25 
In December an invitation was secured to address a business 


Tennessee B. & P., and your 
directed toward securing help to = 

the Discharge Petition initiated by Rep. Pat Cannon. “Our 
hope and desire is to arouse Tennessee women to fight the good 


Miss Gladys H. Greiner, Md. 100.00 
Soroptomist Club, D. C. 2.00 
Mrs. Louise Ziegler, Tenn. 25 
Miss Jessie C. Tomlinson, D. C. 2⁵ 
Miss Marjorie Varner, Fla 2.00 


Miss Carol Miller, Cal 25 
Miss Agnes N. Shirner, Fla 25 
Miss Mary Katherine Davey, Ohio 2⁵ 
Miss Amelia Anderson, Fla. 1.00 
Miss Doris Chase, N. Y 25 
Dr. Anne Augusta Hintze... .25 
Mrs. Bertha Roetter, N. Y .25 
Miss Alma Lutz, N. Y 25 
Miss Marguerite Smith, N. Y 25 
Mrs. Ray H. Bollinger, Md 25 
Mrs. Rebekah Greathouse, La. 20.00 
Refund from Speakers’ Bureau 174.41 
Subscriptions, Equal Rights. 81.80 
Rent from rooms at Headquarters. 371.78 
Sale of Literature 22.37 
Income from Investment Fund. 500.00 

Total 5 31451.11 


Transferred from Investment Fund. 


Owing to the increased cost of printing, the subscription price of 
“Equaql Rights” will be $1.50 a year from now on until further notice. 


UNITED WE STAND 
* 
Men and women live together, 
Hand in hand we work together, 
Side by side let’s build together, 
And so unite the world forever. 


GLADYS HOUSTON GREINER. 
(From Her New Book of Verse) 


N men's luncheon. Much interest was shown. During Bill of 
a Rights” week a panel discussion was broadcast between Miss 
. Margaret Williamson, attorne islative Chairman of the 
i —˙˙Ü- 
— 
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Report Of Ohio Branch 
CLARA SNELL WOLFE, Chairman 


Activities of the Ohio Branch of the N. W. P. for the past year 
have centered in 1 Districts and were cli- 
maxed by a series o ul mee in which Mrs. Emma 
Guffey Miller, member of the National Council, spoke in Toledo, 
Columbus and Akron, on the need for the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment. The Akron meeting, arranged by Catherine R. Dobbs, 
Chairman of the Young Adult Commi was sponsored by 
the Democratic Women’s Club of Summit 1 A dinner in 
honor of Mrs. Miller, attended by 80 Democratic women, was 
followed by an open meeting where many groups of the city 
and county formed an audience of 300. Toledo, 100 mem- 
bers of the Woman’s Party, Business and Professional Women’s 
Club and other ups gathered an enthusiastic audience and 
carried on a lively 4 


Helen Buchanan Bruyere, Toledo Chairman, spoke before the 
roa Club and the Council on the Cause and Cure of 
War. ith the D. A. R., she took part in a broadcast for the 
the Amendment. Mrs. Bruyere represented the Toledo Branch 
at the Convention of the National Council of Women in New 
York. Toledo is to be credited with the first editorial in favor 
of the amendment in the State, which appeared February 12 
in the “Toledo Blade.” 


‘Lhe Columbus Branch has held monthly 
the year. Its first meeting, ag 0 ATE 
JOURN was attended by doctors, nurses, artists, 


Among the spots for the year were a el discussion 
by the Women Lawyers of Columbus on the tory Joint 
Income Tax for Husbands and Wives, by Lucinda 
President, Fritzie Kessler and Helen Witherspoon; “Age As a 
Factor in the ee of Women,” discussed by Rosamond 
Hines of the U. 8. loyment Service, Katherine Forrest of 
the Ohio State Nurses’ Association, and Mary Ewan of the 
Appointments Division, Ohio State University; “How to Get the 
Equal ts Amendment Through the 78th Congress,” by Hon. 
Arthur P. Lamn former Congressman from this rict; 
“Women’s Work Progress,” by Dr. Viva Boo Director 
of the Bureau of Business Research, Ohio State University; 
“The Position of Women in Ohio,” by State Senator 
Roscoe Walcutt; and the celebration of the bi y of Lucretia 
Mott on January 11, when Mr. Homer C. Hockett, former presi- 
dent of the Mississippi Valley Historical Association, and him- 
self of Quaker background, spoke on the Life of Lucretia Mott. 


At the last regular m of the year the Columbus Branch 
had as its guest and speaker Dr. Helena T. Ratterman, President 
of the American Women’s Medical Association. A tea at the 
Faculty Club was largely attended * members of many ups 
and a dinner was arranged by the Women's Medical of 
Columbus, when their national Erol spoke again on 


Women Physicians Need the Rights Amendment”. At 
a later date on motion by Dr. Blanche Montgomery Meyer, the 
Association endorsed the Amendment. Dr. Ratterman has since 
accepted the chairmanship of the Cincinnati Branch. 


Miss Chicle D. MeGlinchay, setiring chairman, has brought 
to the Branch the benefit of her former experience as president 
of Pi Lamba Theta, the Alumnae Association of Ohio State 
— founder of the Ohio Society of Delta Kappa Gamma 
and mem p in several other groups. 


The chairman of the Ohio Branch, Clara Snell Wolfe, has 
— during the year before the Women's City Club of Cin- 
ti, where every women’s group in the city was represented; 
State Convention of Ohio Society of Delta Kap Gamma; 
Trades and Labor Councils of East Live and ubenville; 
Local 195, Operative Potters; Women's Relief Corps of Steuben- 
ville, and in Cleveland before the Business and Professional 
Women's Club; Women's Medical — Evening Alliance of 
the Unitarian Church, and Women's Auxiliary of the Ohio 
Osteopathie Society. 
The State Chairman has nally interviewed most of the 
23 Representatives from Ohio and written letters to all. 


General Federation of Women's Clubs Poll 
on the Equal Rights Amendment 


Among the several city federations of women's elubs endo 
the Equal Rights Amendment, besides the Charleston, S. 
City Federation, already reported, are the Seattle, Washington, 
City Federation and the City Federation of Dallas, Texas, which 
passed a favorable endorsement on January 4, 1944, according 
to the Dallas News of January 6, 1944. 


Rupert Hughes Champions Cause 


One of the warmest friends of the Equal Rights 
Amendment, Mr. Rupert Hughes, has again used his 
radio time to champion the movement to raise the 
spoke uently convincingly about the purpose 
of the Amendment and the need for it. . 


Mr. Hughes is a novelist, historian and humorist 
of national repute and speaks on human problems in 
a serious but nonetheless entertaining manner. His 
radio time has recently been changed from Sunday to 
Saturday afternoon over the National Broadcasting 
System. It would be a gesture of courtesy and appre- 
ciation if our members would write to him to express 
their thanks for his interest and courageous champion- 
ship. A letter to him in care of the National Broad- 

e ea on e ing com 
to the extent of his circle of listeners. 


Mr. Hughes has written Alice Paul, “I found a chance 
last Saturday to return to the charge in the matter 
of the Equal Rights Amendment, and I enclose a copy 
of what I had the time and ability to say. Hoping 
that the New Year will bring you and your fellow 
warriors full triumph at last——” 


Part of the text of his broadcast is given here: 


“Women are building a new world, a better world, while 


‘helping the men to save from destruction the best of the old. 


The final accolade was given to women this week when the 
President asked Congress to pass a bill drafting for universal 
service all men AND women alike. — > my will probably 
be denied because he attaches to it conditions not acceptable 
to many people, and that all-powerful labor unions are dead 
set against it. But the idea of drafting all women is a 
beautiful gesture, and an official recognition of a condition, 
not a theory. It is an official proclamation that women’s tasks 
and men’s are the same differ according to individual 
ability, not according to sex. 


“There is ing unmanly about beds, dishes 
and socks, oors or cl out 
sinks and bathrooms. Soldiers an ors and aviators are all 
taught all of these things and have to do them under the 
strictest inspection. In emancipating wo men are eman- 
cipating themselves from many an an and dishonorable 
ta and superstition. Democracy is the rule of the people. 
And women are people. 


“But the Equal Rights Amendment is still mol in the 
ice-box of Congressional committees. A majority of mem- 
bers solemnly i 4 themselves to report the bill out so that 
Congress could vote to submit it to the people. But at the 
last moment a few of the members welched on their pledges. 
They had yielded to pressure from influential men and women 
determined to “protect” women from their own freedom. Their 
reasons are as ancient as bigotry. 


“The Greek playwright Menander was born about 344 B. C. 
In one of his very domestic comedies he had a character say: 


“ ‘He who teaches a woman to read simply feeds more poison 
to a viper.’ 


“Tt is now 2200 years since that silly and vicious argument 
was used to keep women hobbled. It is still being used to deny 
them many other rights. But every advantage and encourage- 
ment we deny to women for their improvement and enlighten- 
ment and the release of their latent abilities is just so much 
impoverishment and denial to the nation. There is simply no 
computing the harm that has been done to mankind b sal 
to work the vast gold mines of woman’s talents nius. 
We waited a million years perhaps to unshackle a dame 
Curie. And look what radium has done for the world in one 
generation. 


“Now women have the vote. Now they share with oe oy 
danger, every hardship on battlefield or home front. And 
they are robbed of the honorable name of equals. A few special 
laws are on the books for their alleged protection; but they 
have not protected women from bad hours or lower wages. 
The laws are a cruel burlesque: The refusal to pass the Equal 
Rights Amendment is simply a last desperate clutch on the 
barbarity of the Middle Ages.” 


1 
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Following this, calls were made by a committee on district 
candidates for Congress with the result that those in both Fi 
parties were pledged to vote for the Amendment. | 
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A Feminist Thinks It Over 


By ALMA LUTZ 


More Straws in the Wind 


HAT laws be enacted after the war to keep women 
from working at night or more than eight hours a 
day, was recommended by Secretary of Labor Frances 
Perkins in her annual report. This evidently will be 
the post-war policy of the Department of Labor if 
Miss Perkins continues in office, and it is a threat to 
the post-war employment of women. 
Probably the majority of women workers did not see 
this statement in the press, but it is important that 
they know what is being planned for them and express 


their own opinions on the subject. Will women, who. 


have been able during these war years to choose the 
shift they prefer, be willing to have prohibitions set up 
for them again as if they were minors? Are American 
women willing to have their work regulated by law 
if that of their husbands, brothers, and fathers is not? 
I believe that when women face the facts, they will 
make an end of labor legislation based on sex. 

In pre-war days women in some of our States have 
had the opportunity of trying out the so-called benefits 
of hour legislation and no-night-work laws applying 
to women only. Every woman of course likes a short 
work-week if it does not interfere with her opportuni- 
ties of earning a living or hamper her advancement to 
higher-paid positions. Hour legislation, affecting wo- 
men and not men, does just this by making women 
less desirable employees, while hour legislation for 
both would be a real benefit to both. The same is true 
of night-work regulations. Many women prefer to 
work at night. Night work suits their convenience 
and their family arrangements better than day work 
and makes it possible for them to spend a little time 
in the sunshine. They maintain that once they are 
adjusted to a new sleeping time, their hours are more 
healthy than those of day workers who spend all of the 
daytime hours in electrically lighted offices and fac- 
tories. The night shift gives mothers a chance to 
work while their children sleep, and it is easier for 
them and safer to get someone to stay with their chil- 
dren at night than it is to hire someone to watch over 
them during the day. Night work also makes it pos- 
sible for mothers to be at home when their children 
return from school. The higher wages paid on the 
night shift are an added inducement and in restaurants 
and at soda fountains the tips are much higher at 
night. I am not advocating night work for women, 
but I do maintain that women should have the right 
to choose whether to work at night or not. Laws pro- 
hibiting women from working at night are a false pro- 
tection and their effect is to turn the higher paid jobs 
over to men. 

Asked at her press conference what she thought of 
Frances Perkins’ no-night-work recommendation, Mrs. 
Roosevelt, according to the Christian Science Monitor, 
replied, “I think night work should stop for everyone. 
I wouldn’t pass a law for women only.” That last 
sentence, I hope, is indicative of a more realistic labor 
policy toward women on the part of Mrs. Roosevelt. 

Personally I am heartily in favor of an eight-hour 
day and a five-day week for everyone, not only because 
I think everyone is entitled to that much leisure, but 
also because I think it would increase workers’ effi- 
ciency and widen the market for the products of 
industry. But I am definitely opposed to any hour 
legislation or night-work prohibition on a sex basis. 
Any labor legislation designed for women only will 


Florence Bayard Hilles Library 
By Mary ELIZABETH DOWNEY, Librarian 
We are always happy to stress the educational needs 


of the National Woman’s Party, especially as we ap- 


proach the period of ratification of the Equal Rights 
Amendment. 

In addition to general reference, help with addresses 
for organizations, radio talks and outlines for curricula 
studies, we are asked for material by those writing 
books relating to women, to read manuscripts and to 
edit them, all of which we are glad to do. 

For example, a young woman recently sent copy for a 
child’s life of Susan B. Anthony, which was well done. 
Suggestions were made of additional material, with 
which to lengthen her book, and the names of pub- 


lishers who might accept it were given. She was 


stimulated to continue with children’s lives of Lucretia 
Mott and Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and was shown the 
child’s story of Frances E. Willard, prepared for the 
one hundredth anniversary of Miss Willard’s birth, 
which met with such successful circulation through the 
assistance of the Women’s Christian Temperance 
Union. These child biographies are of importance in 
bringing about changes of thought in the coming 
generation. 
Calendar Program for March 
Pioneers in the United States: Dr. Elizabeth and Dr. Emily 


Blackwell; Matilda Joslyn Gage; Ida Husted Harper; Harriot 
Stanton Blatch; Ida M. Tarbell, and Harriet Taylor Upton. 


American Civilization; Bebel, Woman in the Past, Present and 
Future; Beecher, Catherine E., any of her books; Beecher, 
H. W., Woman’s Influence in Politics; Beedy, Joint Education 
of Kong A Men and Women; Benedict, —— Education of 
2 tters to a — 

an 


st ome American 0 es; 


of Women; Bowditch, Woman 3 Right Not a * 
Woman 
Women; Brainerd, 


Education ls and Womén in Great Britain; Brewer, 
Vocational } nee Movement; Briggs, Girls and Education. 


sound the death knell to jobs for women after the war 
and to their advancement in business and industry. 

The best job protection women can have in the post- 
war world is the Equal Rights Amendment, which will 
put an end to Labor Department policies such as that 
recommended by Secretary Perkins and which will 
open the way for the adoption of a more just, realistic 
policy of labor legislation, based on the nature of the 
work and not on the sex of the worker. 


There need be no fear that the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment will make wage slaves of women. The increased 


membership of women in unions has improved their 


bargaining power. The adoption of the equal pay for 
equal work policy has enhanced the value of women 
workers in the eyes of employers and raised their 
estimate of themselves. Our more enlightened atti- 
tude toward working conditions and shorter hours 
promises labor legislation for men and women when 
needed. The Equal Rights Amendment is a safeguard 
which women cannot afford to do without. 
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Books wanted: Barnes, Women in Modern Society; Beard, } 
Woman’s Work in palit Beard and Rise | 
Usher, Homes Economics Movement; 1 The Grimke Sis- 
ters; Bissell, A Talk to Women on the 2 Question; 
and Porrittt, Woman Suffrage; America; 
] Blackstone, Commentaries on the Laws of E ; Blackwell, 
‘ Lectures on the Laws of Life; ————— Pioneer Work for 
Women; Blackwell Glizabeth ‘and Emily, Medicine ae Pro | 
Blandin, Hts of Hi won of Women in outh; 
Boardman, Importance of Public Institutions for Education 
. of Young Women; Bodichon, Reasons for the Enfranchisement * 
{ fe and Work in Middlebury, Vt., of Emma Vi ; Branan- * 
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